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that were prepared by the author, and published many years ago. From mere exercises with illustrative
examples these books, while retaining their individuality, have become more and more converted into text-
books. The plan of each is the same. A series of descriptive lessons is given, and each lesson contains illustrative
examples fully worked out. By means of carefully graduated questions, the student is exercised in the
phenomena and laws which have been treated in the lessons, while at the end of each book is a miscellaneous
collection of questions (with answers appended) selected from the papers of various examining bodies. I believe
the method of teaching adopted in these books to be a sound one. Some critics feel alarmed when a book has
examination questions in it; but just as fire is a good servant or a bad master, so examination questions are
good or bad, according to whether we keep them subordinate or allow them to take first place. To a
conscientious teacher nothing can be sadder than to see a student who, with muddled mind and half-
knowledge, pores over old examination papers, picking up rules here and there to help him in their solution.
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