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terminates. They all need food, the right degree of temperature
and a moderate supply of moisture. Germs are found
everywhere; in the air we breathe, the food we eat, the water we
drink and the soil we tread upon. There are only a few disease
producing or pathogenic forms, the great majority being
harmless, and quantities of them actually beneficial. Previous to
the time when the germ theory of disease was first made public
bacteria were considered unimportant. Now, since they are
closely related to many infectious diseases, they have been the
main factor in the establishment of a new science, bacteriology.
Only in recent years have these germs been found to be the
cause of a number of most serious plant diseases. They find their
entrance into the plant tissues through wounds, breathing pores,
and rootlets and are as harmful in their...
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