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Deficiency Appropriations for 1900 and Prior Years on Urgent Deficiencies The Chairman. In other words, the
sovereign, the people being the sovereign, whether they ask with full knowledge in all cases, from your
standpoint, are entitled to attention? Mr. Scofield. Yes, sir; we are public servants. Mr. Van Voorhis. I want to
inquire if the temporary force has been reduced or whether it is as great now as at other times? Mr. Scofield. It
has fluctuated a great deal. The temporary force now is perhaps a little less in numbers than what it was at its
highest point, but it fluctuates. We may have a call to-morrow from some bureau for three or four extra clerks
to do work rendered necessary. Here is another thing which might happen: We very frequently have resolutions
and requests from Congress for certain information. It takes you gentlemen thirty minutes to get it through,
and it takes four or five days, or possibly longer, for a large force of clerks to answer the resolution; and all of
those things take people oK from the regular work, and the regular work perhaps gets in arrears and perhaps
necessitates longer hours and a slightly additional force. The Chairman. Those people were appointed without
reference to the civil-service law? Mr. Scofield. Absolutely. The Chairman. Appointed for their real or supposed
eKiciency, and you say they have become fairly eKicient? Mr. Scofield. Yes, sir. Let me say right here, if you will
permit me, we had to appoint them that way. The...
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