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abstract: This report addresses the question whether unlisted
German companies should voluntarily adopt IFRS. Benefits for
internal as well as external users are discovered including
facilitated international comparability and higher quality of
financial reports. Furthermore, a comparison reveals that equity
figures and volatility are higher under IFRS than under German
GAAP. It is discovered that national economic and political
circumstances significantly influence reporting practices and
thus quality and comparability. Combined with fair value
accounting which is of lower reliability as there are no active
markets from which values can be derived, IFRS not necessarily
seems to be a better alternative compared to German GAAP.
Moreover, because IFRS is primarily intended for listed
companies and investors needs, IFRS only appears to be an
alternative for non-listed companies that plan a listing. In
general, the complex and costly implementation process must
be outweighed thoroughly. If costs...
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