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Grove Press / Atlantic Monthly Press. Paperback / softback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Pornografia,
Witold Gombrowicz, Danuta Borchardt, The place is Poland, in the early years of the German occupation.
Pornografia's narrator, an author named Witold Gombrowicz, meets a swarthy and overly formal man named
Fyderyk at a Warsaw house party, and the two soon become engaged in a business of a dubious (if not
downright criminal) nature. When an acquaintance of theirs, a corpulent provincial landowner named Hipolit,
requests that they come stay with him to discuss some of his city affairs, it is not hard to convince them to leave
the claustrophobic city for the fresh air of the countryside. Once in the country, however, Fryderyk and Witold
quickly bore of their surroundings -- all of their surroundings, that is, but the two teenagers who are staying on
Hipolit's farm: Henia, Hipolit's daughter; and Karol, the son of one of the farmhands, who has just returned
from a stint in the Polish resistance movement. Both sixteen years old, they have known each other all their
lives, and interact as naturally and indifferently as siblings. Witold, however, begins to obsess over their budding
sexuality, and imposes on their every interaction an erotic twist that leaves him half-crazed with voyeuristic
lust. He is convinced that Karol and Henia must go to bed with each other, and it soon becomes apparent that
Fryderyk has the same idea; as their time at the farm progresses, both men turn seemingly innocent
interactions with the two teenagers into a sort of erotic chess game. Small pretenses for contact between the
young folks -- pointing out that Karol's pant cuffs are dragging in the dirt, for instance, and asking Henia to roll
them up for him -- become fantastic acts pregnant with innuendo and...
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